
PRA Chapter 40

Serving Southern Ohio, Northern Kentucky and Eastern Indiana

Next Meeting: THIS SATURDAY
Humphries Rotordome

486 APPLE RD

AMELIA, OH 45102

Saturday April 19th at NOON.

FAA Identifier: OH33

Lat/Long: 39-03-24.2260N / 084-12-14.7680W

39-03.403767N / 084-12.246133W

39.0567294 / -84.2041022

Details inside....

Well spring is upon us and so is the first meeting of
the year!

If runway conditions are poor or you are not up to
landing at the Rotordome feel free to fly into I69. I
have plenty of room in the hangar and I can drive
you the short distance to the meeting from there.
Call me at (513) 477-4488 to let me know.

There have been some changes proposed to the
Sport pilot rule. The biggest change that affects
gyroplane pilots is the proposed requirement that
a DPE be required for practical exams (currently if
you hold any pilot certificate you can have a CFI
give you the practical exam for a new catagory
and class in sport pilot).

Two gyro pilots have flown on to the eternal skies
in the past few weeks. Both died peacefully in
their homes.

Steven Pitcairn passed away Saturday, March 29,
at the age of 83. The Experimental Aircraft
Association notes Steven was the son of Harold
Pitcairn, the founder of Pitcairn Aircraft and the
original license holder to built autogiro aircraft
based on the designs of inventor Juan de la
Cierva. A subsidiary of the aircraft manufacturer,
Pitcairn Airways, was the founding company for
what later became Eastern Airlines.

Three of the aircraft built by his father’s company
a Pitcairn PCA-2 autogiro, “Miss Champion,” a
PA-7S Sport Mailwing, and a PA-39 autogiro
built for the Royal Air Force — are now part of
the EAA collection.

Steve Pitcairn was an active contributor to the EAA
Aviation Foundation, on which he served as a director,
and he continued to be an important and valued advisor
and contributor to EAA’s programs. His generous
underwriting of the construction of the Pitcairn Aviation
hangar at EAA’s Pioneer Airport, which was dedicated
in 1993, will long serve as a reminder of the legacy of
the Pitcairn family, and of the generous spirit of Steven
Pitcairn.

Joseph P. Tracey, 50, of Ashland, died Tuesday,
February 26, 2008 at his home. He was born on May
6, 1957 in Elyria, and had lived in the Ashland area for
15 years. He was a member of various flying
associations including the EAA, AMA, US Ultralight,
PRA Association, Sandusky Sailing Club, Thistle Class
Association, the Catamaran Club, and the Alpaca
Owners Breeders Association. He was member and
Past President of the Shenandoah Flying Club.
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Lots of New Machines
For Local Gyro Pilots!
Three new machines have landed in the area!

First, CFI Ed Newbold (Newark OH) adds a third
two place gyroplane to his stable. Ed is now giving
training in a GBA SparrowHawk gyroplane.

The SparrowHawk is a factory demonstrator that
Ed is leasing for training activities. Ed also has a
modifed RAF and a Twinstarr.

Above: Ed demonstrates the
SparrowHawk gyroplane to new students.

Continued Next Page...
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Lots of New Machines
For Local Gyro Pilots!
Continued from Previous page...

The next new local machine belongs to Larry
Tobias. Larry is the proud new owner of the
“Golden Bee” a bee gyro with a Rotax 582 Blue
head. Sounds like it will be quite a well performing
Bee!

Larry Tobias and his new Golden Bee gyro w/ Rotax 582 blue head.

Pic is of Larry with the gyro, fresh off the trailer from IN, at its new home at the Moraine Airpark.
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Lots of New Machines
For Local Gyro Pilots!
Continued from Previous page...

The third new machine belongs to Doug Smith.
Doug was officially recruited into gyro-dom during
Doug Gaudette’s Gyro Newbie Dinner (see
Spring Chap 40 newsletter for details) so con-
gratulations goes to both Doug and Doug! Both
Dougs are taking training with Ed Newbold.

 It’s an 2004 model and was
registered in 2005 with 40 hours.
Equipped with a Micro-air Radio
760 VHF, Powerfin prop 60" , 8"
chord X 25' rotors, Electric start,
rotor brake, landing light, rough
field package, well it basically has
all options that you can get with it.

With all of these new machines plus the
machine already in the Chapter 40 area
we are sure to have some great flying
and events this year!
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First 2008 Meeting of PRA Chapter 40!

When: Saturday, April 19th at NOON

Where: Humphries Rotordome (Grass Strip Airport)
Just a few miles from Batavia and Sportys.
486 Apple Road
Amelia, Ohio 45102

What to Bring:  Food will be provided but bringing an extra
dish is not considered a bad thing...

Who to Bring: Yourself and anyone who enjoys aircraft!

How To Get There: Details and Map on the next page!

Flying in?  Be sure to call Randy (513) 724-9676 for
runway conditions. You can also request an email report on
the runway conditions the morning of the meeting by emailing
Tim O’Connor ( gyro.pilot@yahoo.com ) at least a day in
advance of the meeting.
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From I-275

Take exit #63 BATAVIA onto OH-32 E - go 3.0 mi

Bear Right on OLD OH-74 - go 0.8 mi

(there is more than one OLD-74, make sure you have the right one!

you should be exactly 3 miles down RT-32)

Turn Right on AMELIA-OLIVE BRANCH  RD  - go 2.3 mi

Turn Left on JUDD RD - go 1.1 mi

Turn Left on APPLE RD - go 0.3 mi

Arrive at 486 APPLE RD, AMELIA,

Directions To The April Chapter 40 Meeting
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Planning for Mentone....
This year the PRA International Convention is taking place August 5 through 9. You might want to get your
vacation plans sorted now before you forget.

Weather and machine willing I plan to fly up and Connie will be driving up with supplies. If you plan on
going or even holding out the possability let me know so that we can coordinate the possability of a chapter
event or even fly up together in groups.

Sun N Fun:
Several Chapter members including Mark Works and President Randy Workman flew down to the Sun n
Fun event. Here are a few tantalizing warm weather and amphibious photos they sent in:
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This Months Photos:

Please remember the plight of your poor newsletter editor and send in your stories and photos! Also, as
mentioned in the last newsletter I am compiling a history of the chapter and your old stories and photos are
greatly needed!!

Photos by: Doug Gaudette and Tim O’Connor
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Classifieds:

( also: Some rotorcraft parts will be for sale at the next meeting )

For Sale:

David Glassmeyer is selling the following parts:

Single place complete flying commuter helicopter with airframe and engine logs 0-200 Contintal

Two-Place factory welded fuselage for Commuter II

Two-Place helicopter blades for Commuter II new in box never bolted up

Control kit for Commuter II

Tail Rotor grips for Commuter

Main Transmission for Commuter II (some damage)

0-290D Lycoming 30 SMOH   &  0-320 Lycoming engine with logs

New Frank Black one piece Rotorhead (never bolted to an airframe)

Contact David at:  davidglassmeyer@yahoo.com or (513) 646-7061

-----------------

Three-Place Parsons Project contact Randy Workman

-----------------

Wanted: Driver to haul a trailer full of motorcycles to Mid-Ohio Vintage Motorcycle days in July, will
cover all expenses, admission to the event and a portion of lodging as well as a scooter for use at the
event. Contact gyro.pilot@yahoo.com

Wanted: Used motorcycles 50-1000cc any condition. Contact gyro.pilot@yahoo.com

Wanted: Used Transponder, must meet FAA standards. Contact gyro.pilot@yahoo.com


